THE BEAUTIFUL WORD

THE BEAUTIFUL WORD

Voicing Your Support

Please add your voice to our campaign
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“A living piece of London’s history” Time Out

Aigul Akhmetshina as Carmen and Gyula Nagy as Escamillo,
Royal Opera present the Jette Parker Young Artists in La Tragedie de Carmen

There are many ways in which you can support THE BEAUTIFUL WORD appeal:
MAKE A DONATION

Gifts can be one-off or phased over two years.
REGULAR GIVING

Regular monthly or quarterly payments can be made by standing order.
GIFT AID

Gift Aid enables donors who are UK tax payers to make tax efficient gifts,
so they can increase the value of their donation by 25% at no extra cost to the donor.
Higher rate tax payers may be eligible for additional relief.
GIFTS OF SHARES

Donors or companies may choose to make a gift of shares or unit trusts and these are eligible
for tax relief. Companies can also claim tax relief on the gross amount of their donation.
CORPORATE SUPPORT

Companies may support the appeal through major gifts, gifts in kind and payroll giving
and/or matching employee donations.
GIFTS IN KIND

Non-monetary gifts are also important. Materials, major auction prizes and venues for
private events are just some examples of gifts in kind.

Please use the enclosed donation form.
NAME A SEAT

WE NEED
YOUR
SUPPORT!

TRANSFORMING THE HALL,
ENHANCING THE ACOUSTICS
& REPLACING THE SEATING

For further information,
or if you would like to hear more about the project, please contact:
Harry Hickmore at h.hickmore@wiltons.org.uk
tel 020 7702 2789 or at www.wiltons.org.uk
Wilton’s Music Hall, Graces Alley, London E1 8JB.

In late September we will launch the Name a Seat public campaign, more information on this
will follow in the autumn.
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THE BEAUTIFUL WORD
MAKING VOICES HEARD
“One of the most beautiful of theatres – a place that
casts a glow around anything that is put on there”
The Guardian

Dear Friends,
Wilton’s Music Hall in Tower Hamlets is a world-class arts venue in the heart of
East London and the oldest Grand Music Hall in the world. In fact, Wilton’s is my
local! It’s a venue I have known for many years and I adore it.
Whilst the acoustics in the Hall are excellent for opera and unamplified music,
they are not as good for the spoken word. We need to address this and while doing
it we believe it is an excellent opportunity to replace the seating in the Hall, which
is long overdue and will in turn help enhance the acoustics. Any and all work must
meet the criteria required by a Grade II* listed building and will in no way effect
the current aesthetic.

Paul Bunyan – English National Opera © Genevieve Girling

Project Aims

Wilton’s Music Hall - View from the stage

Although Wilton’s has successfully increased revenue income over the past four
years it receives no regular public funding. It does not have the means to cashflow
this project, so the capital fundraising campaign will have to raise all the money as
it is needed.

WMH representatives met with a series of specialists and have appointed the following to
lead the work:
Acoustic Specialists - Gillieron Scott Acoustic Design. Seating Designer - Out to tender.

Only four years ago we re-opened the doors to our Grade II* listed building after an
extensive refurbishment, a four million pound capital project that won four RIBA Awards.
Since then we have become one of the country’s most vibrant arts venues, home to a yearround programme of exceptional live music alongside diverse, significant, electrifying theatre
from all over the world. We are a registered charity and our Heritage and Artistic Engagement
Programme ensures that community and legacy are at the heart of everything we do.

We urgently need to get the ball rolling and we need at least £60,000 by the end
of April to keep the project on track. The fundraising timeline is critical as we need
to carry out the major works in our ‘downtime’ in June/July next year and cannot
do this until funds are raised.

Benefits delivered

Audience figures are increasing year on year, so in the next five years alone we would
expect at least 350,000 audience members and over 300 productions to benefit from
improved acoustics and comfortable seating. The project will:
• Address fundamental operational issues and better deliver our strategic aims.
• Solve the acoustic challenges we face with ‘Spoken Word’ and amplified music and
ensure that we do not lose hires or productions as a result of the current challenges.
• Upgrade the auditorium seating for the public. Improved seating will encourage
return visits from our audience, assist with our acoustics and enable us, where
appropriate, to increase revenue.
• Provide improved and enhanced facilities for audiences and visiting companies
(reducing companies spend and thus ensuring that Wilton’s can continue to attract
world-class companies because of the enhanced facilities).
• Improve the working spaces in the Hall for staff and volunteers.

In the last year alone we:

I do hope you will want to help and we very much look forward to hearing from you.

• Attracted over 63,932 audience members to see over 320 performance, 31% of whom
were aged between 26 and 45.
• Supported 57 productions: including Kneehigh, Mark Bruce Company, English National
Opera, along with new plays from Patterson Joseph and James Graham.
• Continued to be a firm favourite with fans old and new, attracting high profile support
from the likes of Cate Blanchett, Simon Callow, Yasmin Le Bon, Sir Ian McKellen,
Kate Moss and David Suchet.
• Produced a range of Heritage and Artistic Engagement activities including: giving free
space and mentoring to emerging artists, programming workshops with world-class
companies and producing free activities for the local community all of which culminated
with our production of The Box of Delights our first ever dedicated family show written
by the award-winning children’s author Piers Torday.
• Promoted a range of ticket prices so there is something for everyone with many
performances having tickets under £10 and our top price never exceeding £35.

David Suchet CBE
Chair, The Beautiful Word Campaign

The Beautiful Word Committee
Cath Bates, Harry Hickmore, Holly Kendrick, Sarah Mansell, Deirdre Simpson, David Suchet
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On 24th March 2019 Wilton’s launches the first phase of a capital campaign to be
known as The Beautiful Word, and I have agreed to lead the campaign as Chair.
If successful the project will enrich audience comfort, improving the acoustics and
the auditorium seating. This will cost at least £750,000 and we need your help!

To improve Wilton Music Hall’s acoustics primarily for spoken word and amplified voice,
whilst maintaining the current acoustic qualities for classical music and opera. Any and all
work must meet the criteria required by a Grade II* listed building and will in no way
effect the current aesthetic as required by weddings and commercial hires.

P4

P3
WILTON’S 6pg gatefold. REVERSE Size 210mm x 442mm (folded to A5 - 210mm x 148mm)

THE BEAUTIFUL WORD
Transforming the Hall, enhancing the Acoustics & Replacing the Seating

I / we would like to support THE BEAUTIFUL WORD Appeal.
Address
Telephone number
Email address
PAYMENT DETAILS
I/we enclose a cheque for £

(made out to Wilton’s Music Hall)

A one-off donation
I/we would prefer to pay by card. Please complete your card details below
Please charge my credit/debit card with the sum of £
Please tick card type:
Mastercard
Visa
Other (we do not take American Express)
Cardholder’s name
Card no.
/
/
/
/
/
Start date
Expiry date
Security code
Cardholder’s signature

Date

Please send me/us a Standing Order form as I/we would like to support the Appeal with a
regular gift.
£

to paid monthly until the end of 2020

£

to paid quarterly until the end of 2020

Wilton’s Music Hall would like to recognise your generosity on our Appeal Donor Board
I/we would like to be credited as e.g. Mr Smith, Mrs and Mrs Smith, Peter Smith, Peter and Jane Smith,
The Smith Family, The Smith Foundation

Please print your name
I/we would like to remain anonymous
Please return this form to:
The BEAUTIFUL WORD Campaign Director, Wilton’s Music Hall, Graces Alley, London E1 8JB

THANK YOU – WE REALLY APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT

My/our donation is to be used in support of THE BEAUTIFUL WORD campaign.
GIFT AID DECLARATION
Add 25% to your donation at no extra cost to you, by enabling Wilton’s to reclaim 25p from HMRC
on every £1 you give.
Please tick the box and complete the declaration below:
I am a UK taxpayer and I want Wilton’s Music Hall to Gift Aid this donation and any donations
I make in the future or have made in the past 4 years. I understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or
Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year, it is my
responsibility to pay any difference.
Name

Postcode

Signature

Date

Please notify Wilton’s Music Hall if you:
o Want to cancel this declaration
o Change your name or home address
o No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains.
COMMUNICATIONS PREFERENCES
The BEAUTIFUL WORD campaign team looks forward to keeping you updated on the project’s progress.
I am happy for Wilton’s Music Hall to stay in touch and would prefer communications by:
Post (Campaign newsletter up to three times a year and invitations to campaign events)
Email. Please provide
We will not sell or share your details with other charities or organisations (in compliance with the
General Data Protection Regulation 2018 and the Data Protection Act 1998). However, so that we
can contact you via post, we do need to securely supply your contact details to our professional
mailing house partner.
You can view our privacy statement online at www.wiltons.org.uk
I would rather not receive information in the future
– please mark my record accordingly on your database.
For further information, or you would like to see our plans and hear more about the project, please
contact: Harry Hickmore at h.hickmore@wiltons.org.uk tel 020 7702 2789 www.wiltons.org.uk

Wilton’s Music Hall, Graces Alley, London E1 8JB
Wilton’s Music Hall Trust Registered Charity No. 1003041
Company Limited by Guarantee No. 2553922. VAT No. 583681407

